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FREEPORT -- Florida A&M basketball coach Mike Gillespie was looking for a player that could bring a winning attitude to his program. And he figured there would be no better player to fit that bill than one who had lost a total of six games in two full seasons of junior college play.
Therefore there was a considerable amount of excitement within the program when Highland guard L.C. Robinson signed his letter of intent to play for the Rattlers next year.
"We're counting on L.C. to step in and start for us," Gillespie said. "We'd like to see him be a dominant scorer... we see him taking anywhere from 10-15 shots a game."
Robinson was Highland's second-leading scorer in 2005-06 with 12.5 points per game. Over half of his field goals were from 3-point range.
Florida A&M has traditionally relied on strong outside shooting -- two years ago they had the top 3-point shooter in the nation, Terrence Foote.
Gillespie offered Robinson a scholarship as early as this fall, but the Rockford native wanted to weigh his options before making the decision. But as it turns out, he wasn't really strongly considering any other choices, as Florida A&M was the only campus he decided to visit.
"They've been 100 percent honest with me," Robinson said. "I've had them in mind from the start."
While Robinson is pleased with his decision, Highland coach Pete Norman is less than thrilled. He feels Robinson sold himself short by not visiting any other campuses, and believes the 6-foot-1 shooting guard could have joined a better program.
"I just think he had opportunities that would have been better," Norman said. "Nothing against Florida A&M, but I think he got fooled on a visit.
"... I'm not mad at him, but I think he's making a decision he'll regret the rest of his life. I certainly hope I'm the one who's wrong and not him."
Norman said Robinson did not seek his guidance in the recruitment process.
Other schools that courted Robinson included Northern Iowa of the Missouri Valley Conference and South Florida of the Big East. 
Florida A&M plays in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference. The Rattlers finished 14-18 last season, but qualified for the NCAA Tournament as a No. 16 seed the year before.
The Rattlers will have Illinois on next season's schedule, as well as defending national champion Florida.
"We don't back away from anybody, because we want to put ourselves in position once we get into league play," Gillespie said. "... L.C.'s going to get a chance to play the best teams in the country."
One of Robinson's current teammates, Jason Thomas, already played at Florida A&M before transferring to Highland. 
"He told me about the style of play, and some of the things to do around the campus," Robinson said.
The school, located in Tallahassee, is one of the oldest traditionally black colleges in the country. The tradition and strong alumni support of Florida A&M were high on the list in Robinson's decision to sign there.
"I respect it a lot. It's a college I look up to," Robinson said. "I think it's a perfect fit. I could see no place better."
Gillespie is even more thrilled to have Robinson in his lineup.
"He's not a character. He's got great character," Gillespie said. "Yes, he can make shots, and he can get better off the dribble. The bottom line is the guy is a winner and he comes from a tremendous family."
