Highland College Men's Basketball Notes: Bohley signs to play hoops at Savannah State
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A good junior college basketball program is marked by the ability to move its top players on to the next level.

But Highland's program seems to be marked by the ability to move all of its players to the next level. Forward Bjorn Bohley, one of the last Cougars off the bench this season, is the latest Highland player to become a Division I product.

Bohley, a 6-foot-9, 220-pound native of Martinque, recently signed with Savannah (Ga.) State. The laid-back Bohley averaged less than a point a game and 1.8 rebounds a game at Highland. But his fun-loving attitude made him a vital part of the Cougars' chemistry and earned the adulation of his teammates.

It might not be quite as easy for Bohley to smile next year, though. The Savannah State program is one with a strong tradition - of losing. The Tigers set an NCAA mark for futility by not winning a game two years ago, and made modest improvement with a 2-28 record last season.

Highland coach Pete Norman would have preferred that Bohley sign with one of the many top-tier Division II programs that showed interest. But he also understands that Bohley came to the U.S. with one goal - getting the chance to play basketball for a D-I school.

“In my opinion he had some awfully good opportunities at some good Division II's,” Norman said.

“Savannah State is pretty much near the bottom of D-I. They're horrible. He turned down programs that were much much better. ... But he came to this country wanting to play Division I. That's his dream and that's why he's going there.”

Norman admits he has a bit of a bias because he spent several years as an assistant at the Division-II level.

“I know how frustrating it can be at D-II level,” Norman said. “If you are a top D-II you can beat a lot of D-I's and have better support and fans.”

	

	


Norman does think Bohley can make an impact at Savannah State, and that is what second-year Tigers' coach Harold Broadnax is expecting.

“This year we tried to bring in some athletes with experience,” Broadnax said in a press release. “We were looking for kids that have had the opportunity to play a couple of years at the junior college level. We expect these kids to come in here and hit the ground running.”

A total of seven players from this year's Highland team have now signed with Division-I schools.

	

	


Rebuilding process already underway

Some of the pieces are falling into place in the shaping of next year's edition of the Cougars.

Norman has filled spots in both the backcourt and the frontcourt with the signing of guard Terrell Craig and the prospective addition of center Marquis Young to the team.

	

	


Craig, a 5-foot-9 point guard from Grand Rapids, Mich., is signed to play at Highland. He was recruited by Drake in high school, but did not qualify academically.

He said the chance to play for a championship-caliber team and progress academically were the biggest draws to Highland.

“Coach showed me around, I saw some of the players. They had a good chemistry on the court,” Craig said. “And 96 percent of the players have graduated from there, that's one of the reasons I chose it.”

	

	


Craig said his size has always forced him to be a scrappy player, which he feels makes him a good fit for Highland.

“I've just got to go out there and prove it, play 110 percent,” Craig said.

According to Norman, Young, a 6-foot-9, 310-pound center, is verbally committed to Highland. Young spent his freshman season playing in the SEC at Ole Miss, but left the program when coach Rod Barnes was fired.

	

	


Young, a Chicago native, was used sparingly by the Rebels, scoring seven points and playing in 10 games all season.

“Marquis will fill a big void in middle,” Norman said. “He'll give Matt (Poscic) a chance to play more forward - that'll be the spot he'll be playing when he leaves here.”

	

	


