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In his hometown newspaper in Indiana, former Southern Illinois University freshman and Kokomo High School alumnus Brandon Wood confirmed to the Kokomo Tribune that he will transfer to Highland Community College to pursue his basketball career.
He is one of three Division I recruits that the Highland men’s basketball team will need this winter, considering the 11 sophomores last season that either graduated or moved on from the school.
“Brandon played quite a bit at SIU but got hurt,” Highland coach Pete Norman said during his “coach’s update” Wednesday at the 3rd annual Indoor Picnic in Freeport Eagles Club. “We’re expecting a lot of good things out of Brandon this year.”
Wood averaged 3.7 points per game and played in only six games with the Salukis in 2007. His best performance came against Northern Illinois University, in which he scored 15 points (2-for-4 from the 3-point line) and had three steals.
The 6-foot-3 guard suffered a stress fracture that forced him to be a medical redshirt within the first 10 games of the season.
At Kokomo High School, Wood was the team’s MVP and averaged 21 points per game in his senior year. He was honored as a first-team all conference and all-county player that year. 
As a junior, Wood lit up the stat sheet as he averaged 19.1 points, 5.1 rebounds, 2.0 assists and 2.0 steals a night.
On Wednesday it was learned that Lee wasn’t the only D-I prospect who could make an impact for Highland.
Recruiting, at times, lends itself to recruited prospects aiding in the process. That was Wood’s case, as McCutcheon H.S. alum Lamar Lee gave words of encouragement to the SIU transfer.
“After the season last year, I kind of knew he was looking to leave like I was looking to leave,” said Lee, a listed 5-foot-10 guard who transferred from Indiana State University. “So I just kept in contact with him and when I signed to Highland I called Brandon and told him he should really look into signing to Highland. He talked to coach and we talked about it a little more and he decided he wanted to come too.”
Lee and Wood played in the same state and played AAU ball during their high school years. 
“It’s rare that you get to play with somebody you’ve kind of grew up with a little bit,” Lee said. 
That familiarity could pay dividends for the Cougars, as most of the other teammates will probably be practically strangers to one another. 
“I think that really helps us,” he said. “Brandon is a really good athlete and he can run, jump and shoot well.
But what I really think he’ll bring is toughness and defense. I think that’s something that we both can be, especially with being leaders on the floor.”
Anthony Mitchell, a former East St. Louis High School, 6-foot-4 forward that averaged 14 points and 10 rebounds, also transferred to Highland from St. Louis University. 
He spent his freshman year as a reserve.
The Cougars are looking to get back to the NJCAA National Tournament this season after missing out on the fifth straight appearance to the tournament by losing to JUCO powerhouse Three Rivers 82-67.
But just because these three recruits came from D-I schools, doesn’t guarantee a starting spot or playing time yet. 
“There’s a lot of question marks still, but there’s always (recruits) that get a lot of notoriety including Mitchell, Wood and Lee,” he said. “But that certainly doesn’t mean that any of them have a chance to play anymore than the other ones.
Everybody starts equally when they’re here.”
Other new recruits tentatively on the 2008-09 roster include: area player Justin Witt of Eastland, Jason Gray of Pearl City, Winnebago alum Heath Hoffman, Thornton Fractional South alum Jeremy Leonard, Wardell Satterwhite (St. Catherine High School) of Racine, WI, , former College of Lake County small forward Justin Richmond, Alex Toluca of Belgium, former Cowley Community College player Eric Frederick (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma), former Missouri State-W. Plaines player Duro Bjevic of Croatia and Mike Willis from Metcalfe, Mississippi.
There is still a possibility of a few more recruits as the fall semester draws near.
Norman says Sanders made best career move 
During the Highland Indoor Picnic fundraiser, Norman joked about former assistant coach Condric Sanders “getting fired” because he tried to recruit Richmond.
Richmond, tentatively will be a Cougar starting in October. 
Norman, obviously ribbing his former colleague, quickly added that his fable wasn’t true.
What is true, however, is that Norman was happy for Sanders’ as he moved on to Robert Morris College.
“He’s been here for a while and it was time for a change both for him and for me,” he said. “And if he was going to advance in his career, it was time for him to go for it.”
Norman still remembered when Sanders first approached the coach about a position on the staff. Sanders worked as a music director during games, until the 2002-03 season when he was asked to be the assistant coach. 
Since that time, the Cougars went on to four national tournament bids in Hutchingson, Kansas. Highland also won five Region IV and Arrowhead Conference championships during Sanders’ tenure.
As far as a new assistant coach, Norman has an idea of who might fill the position, but he wasn’t quite ready to reveal just who that could be just yet.
“I have a gentleman who’s been a lifelong friend of mine (who’s being considered),” he said. “And if we can make ends meet financially it’s possible. But the programs about more than the individuals, so whoever comes in ... I think we’ll be just as good as we’ve ever been.”

