Former Jefferson star accepts leader role for streaking Rattlers
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LC Robinson has averaged 15 points a game for Florida A&M. The Rattlers face Maryland-Eastern Shore on Wednesday in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference Tournament opener.
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LC Robinson is no stranger to the leader’s role.

He was league MVP while a senior at Jefferson. He was the scoring leader as a sophomore at Highland Community College. And now he’s on top of his game, and on top of the scoring charts for Florida A&M, as the Rattlers approach his final postseason.
“It’s been one of those years. It’s been a lot — a lot — of fun,” Robinson said during a phone interview Monday night. “It’s been a different role for me this year than it was last year. I’ve had to be a leader a lot more this year. I’ve been there before, though; it felt natural to me.”

Robinson, the 6-foot, 180-pound senior, started in 32 of 35 games last year, averaging 11.3 points while finishing second in the MEAC in 3-point field goals made (103).

This year he’s turned it up another notch, nailing 3s at a slightly more efficient rate — 39.0 percent (96-for-246) compared with 38.6 percent (103-for-267) — while scoring nearly four more points a game. He’s the only player to have started all 30 of the team’s games as well.

The Rattlers, however, have dropped off a bit. They went 21-14 and made it to the play-in game in the NCAA Tournament last year, but Robinson and Florida A&M (14-16, 9-7) know they must run the table in the conference tourney to get back to the Big Dance this year.

“Now, it’s pretty much known that any game could be your last game. We know what’s at stake,” Robinson said. “This year it took us a little more time to get it going, but we’re there now. Headed into this tourney, our chemistry is at an all-time high.

“You can just feel it; this team is different than the one that started the season.”  The Rattlers started the season with six losses in their first eight games and were 3-9 after 12.

Even after such a slow start, Robinson had no intentions of going out without a fight. He’s been a winner wherever he’s gone, and he’s focused on finishing off his college career “with all I’ve got.”

Robinson’s J-Hawk team was a state contender but was upset in the regional finals his senior year. He led Highland to a 67-7 record in his two years there, helping the Cougars to a third-place finish in the JUCO national tourney in 2006. Last year, he was a spark that helped Florida A&M back to the tourney for the third time in program history.

The early portion of this season wore on him some, he said, and it forced him to focus harder than he ever has before on the basketball court.

With Robinson and junior guard Lamar Twitty (12.8 points, 6 rebounds a game) leading the way, the team has picked it up down the stretch. The Rattlers are 11-7 since the holiday break, and they have won five straight — including a 62-60 win over Maryland-Eastern Shore, their MEAC-tourney opening foe — as they head into Wednesday’s game.

“We know we have to beat Maryland-Eastern Shore, and we have to win this whole tournament to keep our season alive,” said Robinson, already No. 6 on the all-time Rattlers’ 3-point shooting list. “I know it’s going to end sometime, but I don’t want it to end now. We’ve definitely got a run in us.”
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