Reading Placement Measure

SAMPLE SCREEN SHOT

The figura below shows 8 sample item similar to thoze in the Reading Placemesnt
Test and illustraies how a reading test passage and items would appear on the
computer scraan. Students use the *More”™ buttons on the left half of the screan to
maove toward the beginning or the end of the passage. The numbered bosas in the
lower right of the scraen correspond to the questions associataed with the current
passage. The student can click on the boxes in any seguence, but must be sure to
click on all boxes in ordar (o respond to all relevant test questions. Alter tha stu-
dant answars all guastions, the "*Go On" button is enabled and the student clicks
on it to procesd to the next compuier-selected paszsage and ils azssociated test
guastions. The sample items on the following pages illustrate the types of
passages and test gquestions in the reading placement and diagnostic fest pools.
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SAMPLE HUMANITIES PASSAGE (PLACEMENT)

Whean I'min Mlaw York bul fealing lonaly Tor Wyaming | look Tor the Weastlern movie ads
in the subway. Bul tha man | ses in those posters with their stern, humorlass looks
ramind me ol no one | know in the Wesl In our earnasiness 1o romanticize the cowboy
wa've romcally disesteamed his true charactar. |l ha's "strang and silent” it's bacauss
there's prabably no one 1o talk to. If he “rides away inta the sunsal” it's because ha's
bean on horseback since lour in the morning moving cattle and ha's trying, liftean
hours Iater, 1o get home 1o his Tamily. If he's “a rugged individualist” he's also part of a
team: ranch work is leamwork and avan the glorilisd opan-range cowboys ol thea
18805 rode up and down the Chisholm Trall in the company of twenly or thirty other
fidars, It's nol toughness bul “toughing it out” that counts. In other words, this macho,
cultural artifact the cowboy has become is simply a man who possesses resilisnce,
patience, and an instinct for survival. “Cowboys are just like a pile of rocks—avery-
thing happens lo them. Thay get climbed on, kicked, rained and snowed on, sculled
up by the wind. Thair joboas just 1o taks it ona old-limar told ma.

Adapled Iram Grelsd Ehrlich, The Salace of Open Spacaes. D10ES by Gratsl Ehrlish

{Referring)
1. According to the passage, cowboys are probably “strong and silent” bacause:
A, thelr waork leaves tham no time for convarsation,
B. they have been caubonad nol to complain,
€. they are stern and humorless.
D, there iz no one nearky to listen o tham,

E. their work makes them too tired o talk

{Reasoning)

2. For which of the following statements does the passage give apparently contradic-
tory evidence?

A, The cowboy's work takes endurance

B. Cowboys work alone,

&. Cowboys are adequately paid

D. The cowboy's image has bacoms romanticized in American culture,

E. Cowboys think of themselves as humarless.




SAMPLE PRACTICAL READING PASSAGE (PLACEMENT)

Regular lune-ups of your heating systam will cul heating costs and will mast hkaly
incraase tha lifetime and salely ol the systam. When a service lechnician performs
a luna-up, ha o sha shauld tasl the elficiancy of your haaling syslem.

The technician should measure the efficiency of your system both bafore and aftar
sarvicing it and provide you with a copy of the results. Combustion efficiency is
determined indirectly, based on some of the lollowing tests: 1) temperature of the
flus {or chimnay), 2) parcent cerbon diodide or parcent cxygen in the atmosphers,
3] presence of carbon monoxids in the atmosphera; and 4) draft. Incomplsete com-
bustion of fuel is the main contributor 1o low efficiency. IF the technician cannot
raise the combustion efficiency up to at least 75% aftar tuning your heating
systam, you should consider installing a new system or at least madifying your
present system 1o increase its efficiency.

Adapled rom Absx Wilson and Jobh Morrill, Consasreyt Gidde (o Morhe Enedgy Savngs
01893 by the American Council lor an Energy-Eficien Economy

{Reasaning)

1. The passage suggests that the presence of carbon monoxide in the
atmosphara
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A. can provida inlomation regarding combuston alliciency
B. iz found in 75% of heating systems testad

€, can be reduced by decreasing heating system draft

D. is the main casse of low efficlency in heating systems

E. iz more reliable than flue temperature as an indicator of combustion
afflciency

[Refarring)

2, According to the passage, when performing a wune-up of & haating system, the
zervice lechnician should

A. ensura that the combustion efficiency is at least 26%.

B. modify the heating system bafore initially measuring efficiancy,

. measure combustion elhciency both Belore and alter servicing the syslsm
D. provide his or her suparasor with 8 written repart of the syetem’'s efficiency.

E. ignore the age of the heating system,

s




Answers to Sample Items

Mumencal Skills/Frealgebra Placement Test

Tz 2.C 3.4 4 B

Algabra Placement Tast

1.1 20 a3 B 4.8 h. E

CE"EEE Algat-ra Flacement Texst

1. A =
Geomatry Placemsant Test

g i = 2.C

Tnigonometry Placameant Test

B 2 E

Mumerical Skilla/Prealgebra Diagnostic Test

P = 2 E 3. L

Algobra Diagnostic Tast

J ik 2. A .Y
Heading Placement Test Sample Passage 1—Humanities

.0 2B

Aeading Placement Test Sample Passage 2—Practical Reading

1.8 2

Vocabulary Diagnoslic Test
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Reading Comprehension Diagnostic Test
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Writing Skills Flacemant Tast
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