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Associate of Science

ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
This program is intended to provide the first two years of a 
four-year baccalaureate program. Study in this major provides a 
foundation for a career in veterinary medicine through study in 
humanities, math, and sciences.

NATURE OF WORK AND 
EMPLOYMENT
Veterinarians diagnose, treat, and control the spread of 
diseases among animals. Many limit practice to companion 
animals. Others focus on food producing animals (cattle, 
poultry, fish, sheep, swine), food safety inspection, horses, 
laboratory animals, or research and education.

The most common jobs graduates with advanced degrees 
in veterinary medicine have are staff veterinarian, research 
veterinarian, veterinarian medical officer, and public health 
veterinarian. Veterinarians require a license to practice.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS
Students interested in this field should have an aptitude toward 
science, good interpersonal skills, emotional stability, physical 
stamina, and an interest in animals. Students also must be 
prepared to continue their education at the professional level 
after completing a baccalaureate degree. Schools of veterinary 
medicine limit enrollment and students compete vigorously for 
admission. Students should begin to independently investigate 
veterinary school admissions policies. The listed coursework 
is a recommendation only. Students should check with 
a student advisor for HCC graduation requirements 
and specific university requirements in this major. 
Students must meet with an advisor to ensure that the special 
requirements of the department and institution to which  they 
plan to transfer are  met. Colleges and universities have specific 
requirements for transfer students. 

PROGRAM CONTACTS
Call Highland at 815-235-6121 for the following program 
contacts:

Mr. Alan Nowicki, Biology Instructor
Student Advisor

PRE-VETERINARY MEDICINE 
(424)

RECOMMENDED COURSES

The following are recommended courses for this major 
only. Students must still meet all requirements for the 
Associate of Science degree (see page 56) in order to 
graduate from Highland Community College. For more 
information, please see your student advisor.	

	 BIOL	 110	 Principles of Biology	 4
*	 BIOL	 112	 Zoology	 4
*	 CHEM	 123	 General College Chemistry I	 5
*	 CHEM	 124	 General College Chemistry II	 5
*	 CHEM	 221	 Organic Chemistry I	 4
*	 CHEM	 222	 Organic Chemistry II	 4
*	 MATH	 168	 Analytic Geometry & Calculus I	 5
*	 MATH	 268	 Analytic Geometry & Calculus II	 5
*	 PHYS	 141	 Introductory Physics I	 4
*	 PHYS	 142	 Introductory Physics II	 4

* Course has a prerequisite. See course descriptions.


